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of my nation. The paper which the Duke of Bassano
sent August 18 to Count Metternich seems to prove
that Your Majesty shares my conviction, which is
also that of my allies, that Europe can no longer
be wholly pacified, and that it would be better to
take all the risks of the present war than to bring it
to an end, while preserving the fear of new and
inevitable disturbances. Simultaneously with the Em-
peror of Russia and the King of Prussia, I have
forwarded to England Your Majesty's overtures. I
expect shortly the answer of the Prince-Regent, and
I shall speedly communicate it to Your Imperial
Majesty. You are quite right in mentioning to me,
among tlae motives that make peace desirable, the
misfortunes of France. The welfare of the country
in which my daughter is established will never be
indifferent to me; and doubtless France has, no less
than Austria and the rest of Europe, need of peace.
If Your Majesty's intentions favor conditions which
can make this general, France will owe to you its
happiness, and Europe its tranquillity. Your Imperial
and Royal Majesty's kind brother and father-in-law,

"FRANCIS."

Thus, then, at the very height of the war, the
Emperor of Austria manifested regard for his son-in-
law, and addressed him in almost friendly terms*
We are convinced that at this moment he had no
thought of the Bourbons, and that the idea of
dethroning his daughter had not crossed his mind-
Napoleon, whose chances were dwindling from day